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Chilcot Chilcot -- the costs of war & silence  the costs of war & silence   by Dr Sue Wareham OAMby Dr Sue Wareham OAM  

T he long-awaited Chilcot Inquiry Report into the British govern-ment’s involvement in the Iraq War provides an exhaustive and damning indictment of the Blair administration’s ill-conceived decision to join the US-led invasion. Among key finding, apart from a litany of intelligence abuses, was that British Prime Minister Tony Blair ignored warnings on what would happen in Iraq post-invasion, and had no strategy to manage this period, nor tried hard enough to keep a tally of Iraqi civilian casualties. The report also found the British gov-ernment risked the mental health of thousands of troops by breaching guidelines designed to avoid excessive deployment and overstretch. An editorial published this week in the British Medical Journal warns that the long-term consequences for UK ser-vice personnel remain unknown, espe-cially for those they term ‘unexpected survivors’ — injured troops who may previously have died from their wounds but were able to be saved due to advances in battlefield treatment. The authors write: No matter how good the short term care, noth-ing will remove the enduring effects of the deaths and the physical and psychological inju-ries. The true legacy of the conflict for indi-viduals and wider society in both the UK and Iraq may not be evident for many years to come. The report has renewed calls for a similar enquiry in Australia, where Prime Minister John Howard followed the US into Iraq on a similarly flawed 

basis to Britain and with the same dis-astrous outcomes. Activists have banded together under the banner Chilcot Oz  to demand a Royal Commission into Australia’s de-cision to go to war in Iraq.   Dr Sue Wareham OAM writes: The Chilcot report into the UK’s in-volvement in the 2003 invasion of Iraq was long overdue when it finally saw the light of day last week. Even so, the UK is streets ahead of Australia; we have had no such in-depth examination of the process by which our nation helped launch this catastrophic war, and none is on the horizon. Account-ability is virtually zero, there are no lessons learnt, grave errors are re-peated, and countless lives are de-stroyed as a result. The fact that the human cost of the war was huge is rarely disputed, al-though estimates of the numbers of dead or maimed, or lives otherwise ruined, vary. This is not surprising given the enormous obstacles to col-lecting such data in a war zone, and the fact that the “coalition of the willing” doesn’t even try. The 2015 report “Body Count” by af-filiates of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, esti-mated that the “war on terror” has killed, directly or indirectly, around a million people in Iraq (and 220,000 in Afghanistan and 80,000 in Pakistan). The Costs of War project at Brown University in the US estimated that, from 2001 to April 2015, the wars in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq caused 

the deaths of 370,000 people – fighters, civilians, aid workers and others – due to direct war violence. However, the report said, it is likely that many times more than this number have died indi-rectly, as a result of malnutrition, dam-aged health infrastructure and environ-mental degradation as a result of the wars. Australia has unquestioningly sup-ported all of these wars, including by the role of the Pine Gap facility in the Northern Territory in facilitating drone attacks in Pakistan. The problem of refugees also cannot be separated from the problem of war. On 20 June this year, UNHCR reported  that an unprece-dented 65.3 million people globally were displaced as a result of conflict and persecution. Part of the tragedy of the 2003 Iraq War was that the humanitarian impacts were all predicted before the war started, but the predictions were  
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ignored. Among many such warn-ings was the November 2002 report Collateral Damage: the Health and Environmental Costs of the War on Iraq which was published by Medact in the UK and had its Australian launch by the Medical Association for Prevention of War (Australia) in Parliament House on November 12. The introduction to the report stated: The threatened war on Iraq could have disastrous short, medium and long-term con-sequences not only for the Iraqi population and its neighbours, but also further afield. These dire predictions were based partly on the much-degraded state of Iraqi infrastructure as a result of the 1991 war and the most compre-hensive economic sanctions in his-tory. To justify a war after the event, as former PMs Blair and Howard have attempted to do, those who led the charge need to be able to look into the eyes of every maimed or or-phaned child, every grieving parent, every family whose house is a heap of rubble, every breadwinner who can no longer work, and assure them that it was all worth it, there was no other way. A refusal to even acknowledge the extent of human suffering simply compounds the lies and blinkered vision of 2003. Health care professionals have an essential advocacy role to play in exposing the costs of war, especially for civilians, for it is the civilian suf-fering that is – apart from low levels of humanitarian aid that are dwarfed by the amounts spent on fighting – ignored by governments. War is not just a matter for prime ministers to decide, and generals to implement. And despite the impor-tance of the law and the monumen-tal folly of Bush, Blair and Howard in ignoring the almost universally agreed “illegal” verdict in 2003, nor is war just a matter for the lawyers. Not everything that is lawful is wise, as many would argue the 2001 inva-sion of Afghanistan demonstrates. Warfare is about destruction, often 

on a colossal scale. It threatens whole populations, whose welfare must be an absolutely key consid-eration before any armed interven-tion. If we are to learn anything from the invasion of Iraq – a huge “if” in the case of Australia, as we continue to send troops to unwinnable wars in the Middle East – the need for hu-manitarian concerns to be central to any such decision is a lesson sorely needed.  There are many questions that must be asked and answered, such as the expected civilian deaths and injuries, the likely impact on health care fa-cilities and personnel and on clean water supply, the provisions that will be made for injured civilians, the number of refugees expected and the resources that will be avail-able to care for them. War is full of unintended negative consequences. This is precisely the reason that the likely or certain con-sequences – such as widespread civilian suffering – must be part of the debate before hostilities com-mence, in the knowledge that things will usually turn out worse than ex-pected. And finally, the issue of de-bate.  Generally there is none in Australia before we go to war. In 2003, PM Howard made the de-cision; there was no opportunity for questions in parliament about the military strategy, expected human and economic costs, likely duration, post-Saddam Hussein Iraq, regional consequences, the likely environ-mental destruction, or any other critical issue. Going to war is the most important decision that a country can make. We should treat it as such, with full parliamentary debate and vote, and with the human impacts taking their rightful place among the key issues on which the decision is made. Health care professionals have a vital role in demanding nothing less. Dr Sue Wareham OAM is the vice president of the Medical Associa-tion for Prevention of War (Australia) of Australians for War 
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Roger Hearn is the former head of UNRWA in Syria. First published by Al Jazeera English Online on 5 July 2016, see link:  http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2016/07/disunity-agencies-failing-syria-160705073104363.html 
 

T he UN doesn't have to change … the system isn't broken, it's simply broke." This quote comes from the head of the United Nations' humanitarian of-fice (OCHA). It was met with outrage by anyone who has witnessed first hand the UN relief effort in Syria. De-spite the billions spent to date, the humanitarian response within Syria is beyond broken. The United Nations and other aid agencies working out of Damascus cowered under the Syrian regime and have allowed their relief efforts to be sabotaged. As a consequence, aid, largely under the control of the re-gime, is now a vital component of its repression and control tactics. There was a series of events in early 2011 that set the trajectory for the severely compromised aid programme we have in place in Syria today. The Syrian uprising was a few weeks old, and already the extreme brutality the Syrian regime deployed to suppress innocent demonstrators was becom-ing clearer by the day. Daraa, the res-tive southern city that spawned the first demonstrations, was under lock-down by security forces. At the time, as I was the director of the UN agency responsible for half a million Palestine refugees living in Syria, this was of enormous concern to me given the large number of staff and refugees caught up in the security closure. Looking back, the lockdown was mild compared with the sieges now in place that affect, at times to the point of starvation, nearly a mil-lion people across Syria. As the first significant challenge posed by the up-rising, the heads of the various UN agencies were faced with a clear choice; to band together as one United Nations and demand access to the area or to allow ourselves to be divided by the regime. An operation 

was prepared to provide essential medicines to patients with chronic conditions and other critical services. Crucially, with only a couple of excep-tions, the vast majority of UN agen-cies kept their heads down, allowing the regime to silence any critique of its outrageous behaviour. The heads of agencies allowed the regime to block the distribution of aid and stood by while those agencies that dared chal-lenge them were punished with the threat of expulsion or other tactics of intimidation. Silencing of the UN As the months rolled on, the silencing of the UN intensified. Another mo-ment in August 2011 - after failing to secure permission for a human rights delegation to Syria, a delegation of OCHA representatives was assembled along with the heads of UN agencies to tour the country. The basis of the delegation was perverse given that Syria was in the midst of a human rights crisis rather than a significant humanitarian situation which would come later. Not aware of the nuances of the UN system, the local population came out in their thousands to demand action from the delegation on a range of is-sues including disappearances and torture of family members and more general calls for democracy. In Homs, some locals greeting the delegation were shot dead just after the UN vehi-cles drove past. This incident was one of the thousands captured on You-Tube footage. While acknowledging the conse-quences of the deadlock in the Secu-rity Council, the UN agencies were too quick to play along with this cha-rade. As with later delegations, noth-ing was achieved by this road show except allowing the good offices of the UN to be sidetracked and ulti-mately compromised by the Syrian regime.  The consequence of these early moments of weakness has con-tributed to the systematic failure of the UN-led response. Rather than basing its response on need, it has developed into a billion-dollar re-sponse programme that is largely con-trolled by the regime and its proxies. 

Simplistic view Why has this been able to happen? A consistent argument in defence of the silence has been that the work would be jeopardised or potentially closed down if a more robust position was enforced. Again UN agencies banding together with a clear policy of "one for all and all for one" would provide a compelling presence. Would the regime really be willing to see a multi-billion-dollar operation close down? Instead we now have a UN system that is at the mercy of a discredited regime, with little or no control over what aid goes where and to whom. After leaving the UN I was involved in the development of a multi-million-dollar cross-border response for Save the Children out of Turkey and other surrounding countries. For years these operations were seen almost as a di-rect competition by the Damascus-centred response, despite the Security Council resolutions that called for the UN to provide aid across the country. We are left with a fragmented and disjointed collection of interventions. A fair share of the chaos that we see across the humanitarian community can be traced to our early failures in 2011. For those outside the UN system, there is a simplistic view that the UN operates as a single powerful entity during conflict and disasters. In fact, in a situation such as Syria there are often 10 or more UN agencies operat-ing with different mandates (sadly often in competition with one an-other) all with a different direc-tor.  Under this system global leader-ship is absent. Security Council rec-ommendations can be ignored or un-dermined by different agencies. At the country level, leadership in the UN system has been a systematic failure for decades. This situation is deplorable. There needs to be a United Nations that can develop and implement immediate and critical decisions that focus on saving lives, not careers or the com-peting interests of different UN agen-cies. The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not necessarily reflect Al Jazeera' 

How the disunity among UN agencies  is failing SyriaHow the disunity among UN agencies  is failing Syria  by Roger Hearnby Roger Hearn  
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 Sunday 21 August 2016  
A ustralia has attempted to de-rail a ban on nuclear weapons at a UN meeting on disarma-ment, by single-handedly forcing a vote on a report that had been ex-pected to pass unanimously.  The report, which recommended negotiations begin in 2017 to ban nuclear weapons, was eventually passed by 68 votes to 22. An Aus-trian led push for a treaty  had reached a milestone on Friday, when the report was presented to repre-sentatives of 103 nations in Geneva. Moves towards a ban have been pursued because many saw little pro-gress under the existing non prolif-
eration treaty, which obliges the five declared nuclear states to “pursue negotiations in good faith” towards “cessation of the nuclear arms race … and nuclear disarmament”. The proposal recommended a con-ference be held next year to negoti-ate “a legally binding instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards their total elimination.”  The Text was carefully negotiated, and compromise was attempted on contentious paragraphs. Anti-nuclear campaigners involved in the process expected the report would pass without objection. But Australia surprised observers by ob-jecting and forcing a vote. The vote was accepted by an over-whelming majority, with 68 voting in favour, 22 against and 13 abstaining. The next step will be for the pro-posal for negotiations to begin in 2017 will be tabled at the United Nations general assembly, after which it is likely formal negotiations will begin. In an opening statement the Austra-lian diplomat Ian McConville told the meeting: “A simple Ban Treaty would not facilitate the reduction in one nuclear weapon. It might even harden the resolve of those possess-ing nuclear weapons not to reduce their arsenals.” The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade said on its 

website that it opposed a ban on nuclear weapons because although it “might seem to be a straightforward and emotionally appealing way to de-legitimise and eradicate nuclear weapons,” it would actually “divert attention from the sustained, practi-cal steps needed for effective disar-mament”. But in 2015, documents obtained under Freedom of Information  re-vealed Australia opposed the ban on nuclear weapons, since it believed it relied on US nuclear weapons as a deterrent. “As long as the threat of nuclear attack or coercion exists, and coun-tries like the DPRK [North Korea] seek these weapons and threaten others, Australia and many other countries will continue to rely on US extended nuclear deterrence,” said one of the briefing notes for govern-ment ministers. The documents revealed however that Australia and the US were wor-ried about the momentum gathering behind the Austrian-led push for a ban nuclear weapons, which diplo-mats said was “fast becoming a gal-vanising focus for those pushing the ban treaty option”. Japan’s ambassador to the UN con-ference on disarmament expressed disappointment that a vote was re-quired. “We are deeply concerned that the adoption by voting will further di-vide the international disarmament community and undermine the mo-mentum of nuclear disarmament for the international community as a whole,” he said. Tim Wright, Asia-Pacific director of the International Campaign to Abol-ish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), said it was thought that Australia’s foreign minister, Julie Bishop, instructed her diplomats to disrupt the interna-tional gathering late on Friday after-noon by forcing a vote. While others then joined Australia to vote against the report, Australia was alone in forcing the vote to happen. 

“Australia is resisting the tide of his-tory. A majority of nations believe that nuclear weapons are unaccept-able and must be prohibited. And now they are ready to negotiate a ban,” Wright said. “Australia’s attempt to derail these important disarmament talks was shameful and outrageous. It pro-voked strong criticism from some of our nearest neighbours in Asia and the Pacific, who believe that the world should be rid of all weapons of mass destruction,” he said. The acceptance of the report was seen as a major milestone by anti-nuclear campaigners. “This is a significant moment in the seven­-decade­-long global struggle to rid the world of the worst weap-ons of mass destruction,” said Bea-trice Fihn, executive director ICAN. “There can be no doubt that a ma-jority of UN members intend to pursue negotiations next year on a treaty “We expect that, based on the recommendations of the working group, the UN general assembly will adopt a resolution this autumn to establish the mandate for negotia-tions on a ban on nuclear weapons in 2017.” A Department of Foreign Affairs spokesman said: “Australia called for a vote on the report as it was the most effective way to register our opposition to a recommendation to start negotiations on a ban treaty. “Our efforts must be directed to strengthening the NPT and imple-menting what countries have already agreed to under its various review conference documents including the 2010 action plan.  “Ban treaty negotiations will not reduce nuclear weapons, and have the potential to divert focus and further divide countries on disarma-ment. Proceeding with ban treaty negotiations without states which possess nuclear weapons will not further nuclear disarmament.”      Source from The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/

Australia attempts to derail UN plan Australia attempts to derail UN plan   to ban nuclear weaponsto ban nuclear weapons  
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Empire Baptized: How the Church Embraced What Jesus Rejected.  Wes Howard-Brook.  Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York 2016. 
 

W es Howard-Brook teaches theology and scripture at Seattle University and at churches and gatherings around the Pacific Northwest and the U.S.   In his previous book, “ Come Out My people,” he invited us to read the Bible as a struggle between two com-peting religious visions: a “religion of empire” and a “religion of creation” embraced by the prophets and Jesus.  In “Empire Baptised,” Howard-Brook examines how the “People of the Way,” we encounter in the Acts of the Apostles and the letters of Paul, a network of communities fol-lowing the way of Jesus, became the official religion of the Roman Em-pire.  This is a detailed and well re-searched study.  It is a challenging read which takes us into unfamiliar territory.  However it is an important book, because it takes us to the roots of the authoritarian and hierarchical church institutions of to-day. It also warns all of us who seek to follow the Way of Jesus to-day of the pres-sures, within and without, to “love this present world.”  (II Timothy 4.10) Howard-Brook takes us into the lives of churches which were growing and finding their place in a complex mul-ticultural, multi-racial and multifaith world, held together by the dominant and often unstable Roman Empire.  Before we become too critical of the accommodations they made, we re-member that they suffered what we in the comfortable churches of the West have not suffered, periods of brutal persecution.  The experience of Christians in the Middle East and parts of Asia to-day is very different.  “Empire Baptised” focuses on the two cities of Alexandria and Car-thage, centres of Greek and Latin cultures within the empire and ex-plores in depth the thinking and ac-

tivities of the Christian communities and their leaders.  Howard Brook takes us into the thinking and influ-ence of  some of the “Fathers” of the church: Clement, Origen, and Atha-nasius in Egypt and Tertullian, Cyp-rian and 

Augustine  in North Africa.  As the church adapted to new cir-cumstances and surroundings, its message and its self understanding changed.  Jesus proclaimed the “reign of God” which abolished distinctions of race, class, sex, wealth and religion.  He proclaimed “Good News to the Poor,” attacked the dominance of temple and empire healed the sick and included the outcasts and re-sponded to state violence by laying down his own life.  His followers formed a community around his res-urrection from the dead which sought to live out his way in an often hostile environment.  It grew and spread throughout the empire.  As it grew, the message began to change. We see signs of this in the later books of the New Testament. Instead of changing people’s lives and challenging the structures of op-pression, the message became spiritu-alised. The combined influence of Greek philosophy and Roman impe-rial social structures shifted the em-phasis from fostering egalitarian rela-tionships and transforming the world to the goal of saving one’s “soul.”  Influenced by the Gnostics, the em-phasis was on the soul which con-nected people to the divine, separate 

from mind and body.   Instead of a community dedicated to changing the world, the emphasis was on the indi-vidual living a moral life.  Instead of a community of equals having all things in common, we find an organi-sation of individuals directed by strong and dominating leaders who demanded obedience.  Instead of an inclusive community, women become second class citizens.  Instead of a focus on living the praxis of Jesus, the emphasis is on right “doctrine”, often derived from Greek and Ro-man philosophy. Instead of openness to all humanity, barriers go up be-tween Christian and Jews and “pagans.”  Instead of a standing apart from the structures of empire, church leaders turn to empire as the pre-server of law and order and support for their own power.  Instead of dedication to non violence Augustine introduces the “just war doctrine.”  Instead of an appreciation of the presence of God in nature we find the familiar claim of human superior-ity.  After Constantine, Christianity be-came the official religion of empire and the foundations were laid for the development of “Christendom” in which the world of nations and peo-ples was assumed to be Christian as long as it was presided over by an increasingly imperial church.  In spite of a steep decline, Christendom and the attitudes to faith and life that go with it, are still with us. For Howard-Brook, this explains why for many Christians, Christianity is relevant almost exclusively to the afterlife. Most Christians to-day do not to hear their preachers chal-lenge this relationship to the great systemic evils of unjustly distributed gifts and wealth, war and violence, racism and sexism and environmental  destruction.  (page 295) Where they do, they are ignored or silenced.  This book is as an opportu-nity for Christians to become aware of the forces that shape us and to critique our own cultural contexts against the gospel of Jesus. It is a call to us to “come out” and embrace the  

Book Review 
Empire baptized by Wes Howard Brook Reviewed by Harry Kerr  
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Way of Jesus which leads to life in abundance for all people and all crea-tion. This is a book to be taken seriously, though perhaps there is room for a simpler popular version. Howard Brook himself admits that most peo-ple do not know about the early church and the fathers.  “Come out My People” is based on the Biblical narratives with which most readers are familiar. They are not familiar with the material in “Empire Bap-tised” and it is not easy material with which to come to grips. Yet it is  surely necessary that these issues be wrestled with by Christian communi-ties.   Howard Brook’s analysis raises some interesting questions.  The first is to examine how it is Christians so easily succumb to the temptation to be “conformed to this world” (Romans 12.2). Despite the almost overwhelm-ing power of Catholic (and later Prot-estant) Christianity, communities which seek to live the Radical Way of Jesus have never disappeared.  Through history they keep reappear-ing.  We remember the early Celtic monasteries, the Franciscans, the Waldensians in Italy, the “third stream” of the reformation: the Quakers, the Mennonites and the Anabaptists, the Methodists, the An-glo Catholic movement, the Base Christian Communities and the “Emerging Church” movements of the present day.   These are only a few.  These communities were to be found living out The Way among the 

poor and marginalised. They them-selves were marginalised and perse-cuted by the established churches. Over time however, most of them  too began to love the things of this world.  Their alternative community life became organised. Hierarchies of Bishops councils and elders devel-oped.  Because of their effectiveness working with the poor and the mar-ginalised, their members prospered and easily accommodated to the world around them.  Instead of trans-forming the lives of the poor and marginalised, they did “good works” and offered charity. (We speak here of the Western Church. The churches in West Papua, the Middle East and many parts of Asia live in much sharper tension with empire.) So what happens?   The work of Walter Wink and others have given us a deeper understanding of the Principalities and Powers (Ephesians 6). The Powers represent the powerful forces which have an almost overwhelming power and in-fluence in shaping our lives. These powers are not just out there.  They are so effective because they are within us as well as without.  They interact with and attract the very indi-viduals they oppress. More often than not, we choose to be dominated by them.  They appear to meet our basic and not so basic needs and so we collude. The early Christians were no different. The writer of Ephesians reminds us: For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

cosmic powers of this present darkness …Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day (Ephesians 6) This implies Christian Jihad waged within with the love and support of communities of the Way.  It would be interesting to know whether collusion with empire relates to the transformation of Com-munities of the Way into church or-ganisations and the resultant loss of spiritual energy.  What of Pax Christi Australia? We are an aging Christian Peace Move-ment which has done some remark-able things but which struggles to maintain its early vision and s to re-new itself.  Are we in danger of suc-cumbing to organisational routines, of doing things and planning pro-grammes because we have always done?  Have we become a group of members which holds meetings and lost the sense of being a community fn the Way?  We never seem to come together simply for the sake of com-ing together, to build community, to get to know and care for each other and provide spiritual support for each other?  Is this why we are not attrac-tive to younger members of the peace movement who may see an organisa-tion which exists because it exists? Is this why energy is difficult to sustain? The insights of “Empire Baptised” properly understood could be a much needed wake up call to us to “Come Out” to take up Christian Jihad.” Harry Kerr is a retired Anglican Priest and chair of Pax Christi Victoria 

SalamFestSalamFestSalamFest   
The Islamic Council of Victoria’s SalamFest is a unique and enlightening offering for the people of Victoria. It includes Whirling Dervishes, Sufi Singing, Rumi Recitals,  Contemporary Sufi Recitals ,Fusion Instrumentals sand films. 

  Day 1,Saturday 1st October 2016, 4-10 pm Victoria State Library  MUSLIM FILM FESTIVAL. This will showcase films from Lebanon, Palestine, Iran, Pakistan and UAE  and many other countries 
 Day 2, Sunday 2nd October 2-4.30 pm and 6-9 pm Melbourne Town Hall  MUSLIM ARTS FESTIVAL Whirling Dervishes, Sufi Singing, Rumi Recitals,  Contemporary Sufi Recitals ,Fusion Instrumentals sand films. For more ionformaiton see www.salamfest.eventbrite.com.au 
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Fr. Claude Mostowick MSC I  feel somewhat inadequate in addressing some of these questions because we do not face the conflict, violence and war that exist in other parts of the world. I first got involved in Pax Christi in 1998 towards the tail end of the In-donesian presence in East Timor, after its 1975 invasion, and the violence perpetrated by militias that were sympa-thetic to the Indonesians which created immense violence and destruction. At the time as East Timorese people en-gaged in hunger strikes in Sydney to call on the Australian government to send peace keepers to the country, Pax Christi joined the hunger strikers in solidarity outside the UN offices in Sydney by having a Eucharist (sometimes ecu-menical) on the footpath each afternoon as people finished work and passed by to draw attention to the plight of East Timor. The intention was to continue this action until the government capitulated and sent peacekeepers to East Timor – which it finally did. This continued for some months as other organisations rallied for the same reasons.  
 In recent times, though personally involved with refugees and asylum seekers for 43 years, I have joined a movement called Love Makes a Way where people of different faiths gather non-violently at the office of a Government minister or the Prime Minister to protest the inhumane treatment of asylum seekers in this country and detention of children, women and men in overseas detention centres. I have now engaged in six of these since April 2014. Four times, we were arrested for resisting these inhumane asylum seeker policies through prayer and nonviolent love in action. The last time was in November and we now have to face court. We were arrested for ‘breach of the peace’. This movement operates throughout the country. The aim was to draw attention to the plight of children in detention but also to seek through prayer and witness to the challenges of Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic Bishops, the Uniting Church leadership and other denominations of the harm (violence) being perpetrated in our name. The publicity and support has been phenomenal. In all, Catholic, Baptist, Anglican, Uniting Church, and Metropolitan Community Church de-nominations were represented in these sit-ins of prayer and song. Some may question such actions but these make up a long tradition of civil disobedience when it becomes imperative to standing again injustice in the community or in the church. It is not possible to just talk, and write but also somehow put one’s own body on the line and risk arrest. In recent weeks, the sanctuary movement has been revived by many churches to offer sanctuary to asylum seekers. 
 As we have just marked the centenary of the beginning of World War l, the focus in Australia has been on the centen-ary of Gallipoli invasion in 1915.where we once again invaded a country that was no threat to us. The war to end all war has been nothing of the sort, with regional and international and hostilities as well as interpersonal violence re-ported such as the abuse of children in many institutions and domestic violence, inordinate incarceration of Indigenous people usually young, poor and people with disabilities.  
 One of our concerns in Australia is the close ties that Australia has had, and continues to have, with the USA, which we see at a threat to peace in our region. Though we have not had a war on our land, apart from the wars of invasion of Indigenous land, we have joined in, and often been the first to join, in foreign conflicts when called upon by the USA which has many bases in our country. As people continue to treat each other and the environment in brutal and destructive ways, the challenge for us is to listen to the stories of struggle to defend the earth and the rights of people to land and water, forests, seeds and biodiversity from the indigenous people with their wisdom and openness. More and more we hear that individual people and governments resort to violence or even perceived threats or to promote economic and trade interests rather than taking the long and mature way of listening and sharing. Living in a continual state of poverty or fear or racial or gender prejudice does not constitute peace. Violence is not just physical as in mur-der but for a person who is hungry or needing medical care, violence is evident when these are ignored or not ad-dressed. Psychological, emotional and economic abuse as well as abuse of the environment or creation are also vio-lence. Peace must be connected with the pursuit of justice whether it is personal of social or environmental. Unfortu-nately, we focus very much on violence from below, the poor, and neglect or fail to see that which is caused by the industrial-capitalist complex. The challenge for Pax Christi is to seek in all communities that it finds itself listening to the stories of struggle to de-fend the earth and people’s rights to land and water, forests, seeds and biodiversity.  A paradigm shift is required - a shift towards an earth-centred economics, politics and culture.  For those not fearful of the word – we need a ‘new spirituality of peace’ that steers away from conflict to one that is earth-centred.  

Spirituality of peaceSpirituality of peace  By members of Pax ChristiBy members of Pax Christi  
In response to a request from Pax Christi International , Pax Christi Australia 
invited embers to share their own thoughts about the spirituality that inspires 
them as peacemakers.  Many thanks to those who responded.  Here are what 
they offered.  The invitation is still open and we invite others to submit their 
own reflections on Spirituality of peace 
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The growth miracles in various countries are based on a kind of war that is deepened by inequalities and erosion of democratic ideals and principle; the rich biodiversity and cultural diversity is destroyed through ecological destruction and imposition of monocultures; and millions of people lose their livelihoods so that a few global corporations and billionaires can control markets and resources. We have to show the neo-liberal model of economic globalisation which is based on the assumption that there is no alternative, that there are alternatives everywhere.  These alternatives are found in indigenous cultures and local economies where people from the Amazon to India are defending with their lives.  The alternative is growing in developed countries as people work together to form community gardens. 
 The paradigm shift, the spirituality of peace, must begin with the recognition that we are part of nature. We do not own it or its masters. We must see ourselves as members of the earth family, with the responsibility of caring for other species and life on earth in all its diversity. It creates the imperative to live, produce and consume within ecological lim-its and with our share of ecological space, without encroaching on the rights of other species and peoples. We need to go beyond the popular but artificial false categories promoted by those in politics of perpetual economic growth, free-trade, consumerism and competitiveness. To have peace we need to develop a consciousness of the rights of the earth, of our duties towards earth, our compassion for all beings on the earth. It means challenging the capitalist patriarchy on which capital, corporations and growth are founded and which unleash destructive forces upon the earth.  It means that we need to make peace with the earth, or face extinction as we humans push millions of other species to extinc-tion. We need them as much as we need other humans! We need to overcome the illusion of separateness of humans and nature. We are part of nature and earth, not apart from it. We are one with the earth as the web of life is woven through interconnectedness. Fr Claude Mostowik is president of Pax Christi Australia  

SPIRITUALITY FOR THE SEA CHANGE,        Peter Herborn L ike Pax Christi itself my spirituality of peace originated in Catholicism but includes ele-
ments of other religions and spiritualities. At university I studied geography and plan-
ning and my career involved professional and academic work in both fields. I am sus-

tained by the beauty and wonder of both the natural world and the city and feel compelled to 
conserve the environment and work for peace and justice. I am inspired by the love and dedi-
cation I have observed in students and colleagues in the environmental and social sciences.  
 Accelerated climate change resulting from human activity is something I became aware of in 
the eighties. I have been shocked and dismayed by the intransigent opposition to science and 
effective action by vested interests, but encouraged by a resurgent environmental movement 
and by a growth in environmental awareness in the churches as evidenced by Laudato Si’ and 
other documents. With my family I experience the multicultural richness of Sydney and I 
travel to World Heritage sites in different countries to reflect on and experience their beauty. 
 As an earnest young university student I joined the Newman Society of which Ted Kennedy 
was the chaplain. Ted died in 2005 after becoming famous for his work in the Aboriginal com-
munity in Redfern and for a more inclusive and reforming church. That was the start of my 
exploration of the spirituality of peace, nonviolence and ecumenism. It has been an explora-
tion shared with family, friends, colleagues and my local community. 
 As an older baby boomer I grew up with a worldview in which the ‘enemy’ was atheistic and 
the environment would sustain never-ending economic growth. Over the years a sea change 
has occurred in public consciousness. We have become more aware of the dangers of religious 
fanaticism and the endgame of environmental change. Unfortunately, although we have the 
technology to mitigate these problems, we lack a spirituality and ethic of peace with justice. 
Pax Christi is one of many organisations working to fill the spiritual and moral vacuum. 
 While there is evidence of sea change in public consciousness it has not penetrated some parts 
of the political establishment. The war in Vietnam was well under way before the protest 
movement gained traction. By contrast it is a measure of a new critical attitude towards war 
that there were massive public protests before the invasion of Iraq in 2003. However the gov-
ernment of the day ignored the protest and committed to a long-running war. A better edu-
cated public has also become more aware of the seriousness of climate change but valuable 
time has been lost by governments pandering to vested interests. Advocates for peace with jus-
tice and environmental sustainability have had much work to do. Such advocates are at risk 
of burnout and cynicism from work that produces no visible results. 
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Spirituality can help us keep going with the hope for results that are deeper and perhaps not 
immediately visible. The bases of spiritualities are values which can be religious, humanitarian 
or a mix of both. Peace and justice are both value-laden concepts that transcend the immediate 
self-interest of the individual. Such values are found in a great variety of religious traditions 
and humanitarian philosophies. Where we start is largely a matter of chance but over time we 
can make choices and develop a personal philosophy and a spirituality of peace. If we look at 
the winners of the Sydney Peace Prize, for example, we will find diverse spiritualities under-
pinning their work and achievement. 
 For me the spirituality of peace is action informed by contemplation. Action is engagement 
with the world here and now. Like waves crashing into the rocks at the seashore, engagement 
with the world is turbulent and unpredictable. I admire Mohandas Gandhi.  Although he was 
in the thick of political struggle he engaged in it in a very principled way.  He developed a per-
sonal spirituality based on Hinduism but with elements from Christianity, Tolstoy and many 
other sources. He was critical of the caste system and creative in his leadership. Nelson Man-
dela as a prisoner on Robben Island never gave up hope and when in power practiced forgive-
ness rather than revenge.  Contemplation is the stillness that can come from prayer, medita-
tion, yoga and other practices. Like the rocks weathering the storm, contemplation and spiritu-
ality are the stillness within.  
 A sea change is occurring in public consciousness of the effects of war, poverty, climate change 
and environmental degradation. These days more people are travelling and getting firsthand 
experience and sharing it with social media. However many people feel like helpless spectators 
or guilty bystanders. We all need to do what we can in the light of a spirituality of peace and 
justice. We can start with the values we have been taught and begin a spiritual journey of dis-
covery and action. I believe that there is a peace and justice dimension in the life of every hu-
man being. We can all seek truth and practice active nonviolence. This empowers us all.  
 Peter Herborn is a member of Pax Christi New South Wales; the Parramatta Diocese Commission for Ecumenism; and the Council for Peace with Justice at the University of Sydney.  

A Spirituality of Peace to address Australis’s & New Zealand’s thinking  about the ‘War on Terror?  Margaret Tonkin 
I ’m assuming that the PXA’s National Council is expecting a Bible based study to support our Christian peace making attitudes to conflict and war as a solution. I disagree with the PXA National Council’s recommendation that ‘we’ develop a spirituality of peace to address Australia’s & New Zealand’s thinking about the ‘War on Terror’.     I haven’t found the headings helpful, either: - to understand who we are; getting to know the face of the other; recog-nizing and celebrating diversity; violence to be acknowledge in our society; revolution of tenderness.        It is impor-tant that the emphasis should be on ‘what we have in common’ as people, no matter where we live. 
 Is a Christian Peace Spirituality the approach to ‘combat’ the War on Terror?  Might not a Muslim Peace Spirituality; a Hindu or Buddhist Peace Spirituality be just as appropriate? How is  a religious Peace Spirituality the answer to our national and international conflicts; is this the only way to as-sess the reasons for the many religious, ethnic, political world-wide instability? I’m not wanting to deny the place of our revered texts and the scholarship that provides interpretation for today’s ap-plication. This is an opportunity to include a cross-disciplinary approach to our peaceful deliberations:  to  embrace the concept that Pope Francis wrote about in his recent Laudato Si : on care for our common home.    - That we have a responsibility to God [ the Divine], our neighbour and the earth itself.    - “that the true ecological approach always becomes a social approach, it must integrate the questions of justice in the debate on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth   and the cry of the poor”. p 44. As well as protecting our human rights, it also includes the concept of Earth Jurisprudence and the rights of nature which suggests a rethinking of humanity’s place in history – (ideas of Thomas Berry 1999, 2002; Thomas Berry & Brian  Swimme 1992).  Earth Jurisprudence – Wild Law – is the legal platform of Berry’s New Story , winter 1978. These ideas are not new. 
 In gathering my thoughts to, I picked up a publication from  early 1992 – transcripts of six lectures/discussions pre-sented by Peter Mares on ABC Radio National: Whatever Happened to the New World Order?  The geo-political scenario was the gulf war & George Bush snr’s presidency. What has changed in the twenty-five years since?    
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While all papers are relevant to our concerns, my particular interest is in the pieces of Susan George, “ Who gives the orders in the New World Order?”; Chandra Muzaffar, ”The New World Order: God or Gold?” ;  Vandana Shiva “Does the New world Order have trees?”   The final lecture by Benedict Anderson concluded that the world is in fact not moving towards order at all, but towards disorder.   He highlighted the connection between capitalism and peace. .. . that the ‘free market’ is in control to command the economy and war; that there is an increase of mass migration and the re-grouping of ethnic groups. 
 Paul Rogers, emeritus professor of Peace Studies University of Bradford, has just published a book -“Irregular War: ISIS and the new threat from the margins”, 2016. I B Taurus –  up-dating these earlier  themes . These ’secular’ facts must be considered.   At the Edward Said Lecture on 5th May, 2016, in London,  Naomi Klein , in her paper ‘Let Them Drown’,  quotes  from  Eyal Weizman’s book “ The Conflict Shoreline” August, 2015.   He uses the word ’othering’ when the other doesn’t have the same rights, the same humanity as those making the distinction.   He describes a so-called ‘aridity line’, where  there is on average 200 millimetres  of rainfall a year: the desert areas the Middle East and Northern Africa.  He gives examples of ‘the connection between water and heat stress and conflict [which] is a recurring, intensifying pattern all along the ‘aridity line’ . . from Libya, Palestine, to Pakistan & Afghanistan.”   He also discovered . . . . ‘an astonishing co-incidence’ . . [when ] you map the targets of western drone strikes . .  many of these attacks are directly on or close to the 200 mm aridity line’.   The Middle East has 2 natural re-sources (oil in abundance )and water (because of its scarcity)   Klein continues, ‘Just as bombs follow oil and drones follow droughts, so boats follow both;   boats filled with refugees fleeing homes on the aridity line ravaged by war and drought”.  p 7. 
 Two very challenging books that I’ve read in the last eighteen months emphasize a different approach to peacemaking  - the personal/group reflective approach on the ‘how’ of peace-making:   “Radical Reconciliation: Beyond Political Pietism and Christian Quietism” by Allan Aubrey Boesak and Curtiss Paul de Young Orbis Books 2012  and  “The Book of Forgiving: the Fourfold Path for Healing Ourselves and Our world.”   by Desmond M Tutu and Mpho A Tutu, 2014,William Collins. Many years earlier at a Pax Christi Victorian conference, I was introduced to Matthew Fox – “The Original Blessing”.  A Primer in Creation Spirituality presented in four Paths, Twenty-six themes and Two Questions.  1983, Bear & Co. Those two questions  are just as appropriate today:-   -In our quest for wisdom and survival, does the human race require a new religious paradigm?      -Does the creation-centred spirituality  tradition offer such a paradigm? 

 Biblical principles have been my  inspiration.   But where have the practical steps been available to be comfortable with being a ‘sacred activist?  - (Andrew Harvey : “Hope – A Guide to Sacred Activism”. 2009, Hay House.) Where are the affinity groups to be able to role play and plan action e.g. Peace convergence activities?  The many guided meditations and group activities for personal empowerment as in Joanna Macey - Despair and  Personal Power in the Nuclear Age , 1983 ?  Where is the training for developing an inner peace? What role do we have in promoting UN Conventions to be upheld in Australian law?   Eg - UN Security Council 2005 declaration - Responsibility to Protect. Do we lack A Dream as per Martin Luther King Jnr.   or be able to Imagine  as did John Lennon? Margaret Tonkin is a member of Pax Christi Victoria 

A Spirituality for Just-Peacemakers.  Fr. Brian Johnstone  

T hese reflections were written on the fiftieth anniversary of the battle of Long Tan (Vietnam) which took place on 18th August, 1966.  In Australia this is also Vietnam Veterans’ day.  60,000 Australians served in Vietnam between 1962 and 1972. 521 died as a result of the war and over 3,000 were wounded. It was estimated that the total deaths due to the Vietnam conflict totalled 2,450,000 from 1954 to 1975. The estimates of civilian casualties range from 195,000 to 430,000. Lachlan Wilson, an Australian Vietnam veteran, composed a musical reflection on the war, entitled “Echoes of Conflict,” which veterans have chosen as their theme music. They have said that it expresses their emotional experience of the war. It is very different from the usual martial music of parades; it has an elegiac quality to it that that evokes spirituality. This link between the Australian experience of war and spirituality suggested that our culture would now be open to the discussion that follows. 
 “Spirituality” has many meanings for our contemporaries.  Many would now say that it is not “religion” that gives value and meaning to their way of life but their spirituality.  “Spirituality” in this article will mean an account of what gives a transcendent value and meaning to one’s life.  By transcendent I mean that which enables us to see beyond our immedi-ate, day to day concerns and conflicts. It lifts our gaze above the merely useful and enables us to appreciate what is ulti-mately worthwhile in life.  It is a way of imagining, feeling, thinking and choosing by which we give a cohesive and stable consistency to our lives.  Spirituality is expressed in the beliefs we hold and live by, the stories we tell, the music we play, the songs we sing, the rituals we perform and in the ways we relate to others.  

 The term “pacifism” can also have multiple meanings.  Critics have sometimes misinterpreted it as a readiness to accept peace at any price.  The term just-peace-making serves to counter this charge. True peace must be based on justice.  
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Furthermore, this kind of peace cannot be assured by the passive acceptance of evil. To affirm this requirement, we speak of active peace-making.   Peace, of course, was required by classic just-war doctrine as the ultimate purpose which justified war.  But in this doctrine peace was invoked to justify violence.  In the pacifist view, truly just peace can-not be attained by violent means; to claim that violence can be a means to true peace would be a contradiction.  Thus, genuine pacifists insist that peace-making must be non-violent. How might we describe a spirituality for this kind of paci-fism?   
 In 1965 Dorothy Day was asked by a Catholic pacifist to write a clear, theoretical, logical, manifesto of pacifism.  She responded: “I can write no other than this: unless we use the weapons of the spirit, denying ourselves and taking up our cross and following Jesus, dying with Him and rising with Him, men will go on fighting, and often from the highest motives, believing that they are fighting defensive wars for justice and in self-defence against present or future aggres-sion.” Dorothy’s reply does not to provide arguments for pacifism.  She gives an account of what shapes and sustains her way of life.  In other words, she witnesses to her spirituality.  She believed that this witness could challenge and transform the minds of those who believed they were fighting for justice. 
 In the place of the weapons of war, guns and missiles, Dorothy takes up the weapons of the spirit; which means taking up the cross.  It is noteworthy that she does not self-righteously judge those who believe they are fighting against aggression. Rather she acknowledges their good motives; they believe that they are fighting for justice.  It is because she recognizes the sincerity of those engaged in war that she can hope that they will ultimately be open to her witness.  To die with Christ and to rise with him means for her to undergo a radical death to one’s past and a conversion to a new life.  Jesus accepted death at the hands of soldiers who were only obeying orders. But in so doing he transformed the meaning of death and made it a way to new life.  What has to be done, Dorothy believed, is to manifest the possibility of such transformation as dramatically as one can in what one does and what one says.  This was the driving conviction that in-spired her participation in many demonstrations against war.  It also impelled her opposition to the political and religious authorities who continued to support the war.    
 We can clarify the meaning of a spirituality of genuine pacifism by comparison with other varieties. For example, we can consider the spirituality of the warrior.  This is ancient, but it is also very contemporary. It is clearly manifest in the religious aura that we in Australia are encouraged to associate with ANZAC. This spirituality requires self-sacrifice, even to the point of offering up one’s life for one’s people and nation. We dedicate shrines to the memory of the fallen.  The warrior exercises the virtues of courage and loyalty to a high degree.   Dorothy Day acknowledged the sincerity of the beliefs of warriors and their genuine virtues, but she condemned the wars they were compelled to fight and their vio-lent actions.  Her strongest condemnation was directed against the ideologies that justified violence and the misguided policies of the politicians who were entrapped by such ideologies.  
 Dorothy Day offers a spirituality that is deeply Christian but which enables Christians to collaborate with those of different faiths.  Furthermore, it draws on and sustains constant action for peace. For these reasons, it is an appropri-ate spirituality for Australians who are committed to active just-peace-making. Fr. Brian Johnstone is a Redemtptorist moral theologian who has taught at Yarra Theological Union (Melbourne), the Alfonsian Moral Academy in Rome and at Catholic University in Washington. He is a member of the PXV Committee  

Dr. Bill Williams 
Pax Christi Australia joins with The Medical Association for the Prevention of War and the International Cam-paign for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons in expressing our sorrow at the sudden death of Dr Bill Williams. For decades, Bill   spoke out passionately against nuclear weapons, nuclear power and uranium mining. He cared deeply for those in Australia, the Pacific and elsewhere in the world who have suffered from these horrific weapons and toxic industries. . He was a man of great vision, passion and compassion. His belief in a world free of nuclear weapons and untethered from the nuclear fuel chain fired our work. His energy, intelligence, humanity and humour inspired all his friends, colleagues and fellow travellers. In addition to co-founding ICAN, he was a leading figure in MAPW and International Physicians for the preven-tion of Nuclear War, which won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985 for helping bridge the Cold War divide, and edu-cating decision-makers and the public about the medical consequences of nuclear war and the imperative to eradicate these weapons. Amongst all this he was also a general practitioner in his beloved Torquay, on the Victorian surf coast, with on-going regular work in the remote Aboriginal communities in the Western desert region of the Northern Terri-tory. He loved life, he loved a good wave, he loved his family and friends and the work. We share with you this quote from one of his many articles on the unparalleled danger of nuclear weapons: “We need a determined worldwide movement to outlaw and abolish nukes. To get there in this generation, we need to 
build the wave of public opinion into a mighty crescendo: a massive, surging, irresistible force which carries us all the way to absolutely zero nukes. Without it, even the most inspirational of leaders will falter on the way.” May he rest in Peace and Rise in Glory   (Harry Kerr taken form the ICAN Tribute) 



  

 

NOTICE BOARD 
 QUEENSLAND 

Pax Christi Meetings 
Pax Christi Queensland 

Pancras Jordan OP 
0415 461 620 pancrasjordan@gmail.com 

 
Clare Cooke SSpS mccl@holyspirit.com.au 

 

 NEW SOUTH WALES 
Pax Christi Meetings We normally meet on the First 

Monday of each month at 
6.00pm for shared meal that 
members bring and the meeting 
follows at 6.30 pm. 
Contact:  Claude Mostowik 
(02) 9550 3845 or 0411 450 953 The venue:  MSC Justice and 
Peace Centre, 21 Swanson 
Street,  
Erskineville.   2 minutes walk 
from Erskineville Station 

 VICTORIA 
Agapes and Public Forums 

 October Agape  
 Pine  gap and  the  American ALLIANCE 
 Richard Tanter  

 Senior Research Associate at the Nautilus Institute and Professor in the School of Political and Social Studies at the University of Mel-bourne.   Sunday 23rd October  12.30 for 1 p.m. 
 at Kildara, rear 39 Stanhope Street, East Malvern. Pleas Note THIS IS THE FOURTH SUN-DAY OF THE MONTH 

NOTICE BOARD 

Sunday 4 December is 
MELBOURNE  

  OPEN MOSQUE DAY 
 Visit a local Mosque 

See what goes oh 
Meet people,  

learn about Islam. 
FIGHT PREJUDICE! 

I/We wish to apply for or renew membership of the International Christian Peace 
 Movement  -  Pax Christi Australia.   (Membership is from January to December) 

(Please tick box if you wish to receive your copy of Disarming Times by e-mail) 
Name............................................................................................... Address.................................................... 
 
................................................................................................P’code.............Phone......................................... 
 
  Email............................................................................................... Mobile................................................ 
 
ENCLOSED  $...............  (Single $35;  Low income $20;  Family  $45) 
Please return to:  ( New South Wales) P.O. Box A 681 Sydney Sth 1235, 
All others: P.O. Box 31 Carlton Sth Vic. 3053 

THE ECONOMY AND ECOLOGY OF WAR AND PEACE Looking behind the headlines…. Saturday 4 March 2017 9.30am-4 pm 
Peace Connections Victoria will 
hold a one-day conference, explor-
ing the economic and ecological 
contexts, causes and conse-
quences underlying wars and vio-
lence preventing the search for  a 
just & lasting peace.  
The Conference will be conversa-
tional with a minimum of key-
notes and plenary sessions; rather, 
the intention is to engage in deep-
ening lying behind media and 
‘official’ reporting and comment-
ing  

Pax Christi Victoria  Annual General Meeting 
 Sunday 19th November   12.30 for 1 p.m. 

 at Kildara, rear 39 Stanhope Street, East Malvern.  Evaluate 2016 Have visions for 2016! 


